
Q. Why did you choose an apprenticeship?
I chose my apprenticeship for a multitude of reasons. The first being that I could explore a
working environment while gaining knowledge and skills that I could apply to my CV for
future job opportunities but also apply to my everyday life. The second being that in an
apprenticeship you are pushed to learn new skills. I knew that I needed the push to do
better and feel more confident in a working environment.

Q. Why did you apply for this apprenticeship?
I was always interested in finance. When I saw this apprenticeship opportunity, I knew I
had to apply. It gave me a chance to learn a full qualification while being in a working
environment and at the same time earning a wage. All of these factors contributed to me
really pushing to get the job.

Q. What are the rewards of doing an apprenticeship?
The rewards of doing an apprenticeship are simple. You achieve a qualification and
valuable skills while being supported by your colleagues. You receive a different type of
learning in the workplace. Apprenticeships teach you skills that you would not learn in
the classroom, enabling you to carry these into your future career.

Q. Would you recommend apprenticeships to others?
I would recommend an apprenticeship to anyone who feels they need to be pushed. 
Someone who wants to learn workplace skills while becoming trained and qualified 
and at the same time gaining references and a working wage.

Q. Do you have any advice for future apprentices?
The main piece of advice I would give to any apprentice is to be organised using a 
planner/diary. You would be managing work and a qualification at the same time. 
This can be difficult but it’s important to keep focused as the end result makes it 
worthwhile.

Q. What do you feel are the advantages of doing an apprenticeship over
other training or education?
In an apprenticeship you are provided with more help than you would be in an
education-based scenario. You will have colleagues that may have studied the same
qualification and can aid your learning. In a workplace you will gain knowledge
and practical experience that directly ties in with your current qualification.  It
can be easier to learn skills this way rather than based on education alone. You
are being paid in an apprenticeship which is a huge advantage as it helps with
everyday living. Apprenticeships also prepare you for your career by giving you
experience of managing your work-life balance.

Q. What are your future plans?
I have now completed my apprenticeship and earned an accounting level 3
qualification. I intend to work for NECS for a good many years, working my way
up in job position. In time I aim to start studying for my level 4
qualification to help me with my future career.
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